
 

 

PROFILE 

Vanessa is a Partner at Davis Faulkner Lawyers and co-founder and Director of lawyerbank. She has 
over 10 years commercial and transactional experience working in both private practice and for the 
Australian Government. Vanessa has facilitated the delivery of complex and high profile projects and 
programs across numerous government portfolios operating under a range of different statutory and 
commercial frameworks.   

Vanessa currently consults to Government agencies on a variety of subject matter including complex 
infrastructure projects, a broad range of commercial, contractual and funding arrangements, 
administrative law, environmental compliance and significant goods and services procurements.  

Vanessa has comprehensive in-house experience in establishing and leading a best practice legal unit, 
in providing specialist legal advice and in managing and mitigating legal risk, including for a wide variety 
of international transactions. She is very well versed in stakeholder engagement and management, 
contract drafting and negotiation, statutory interpretation and advising on compliance and risk 
management strategies. 

Vanessa has conducted extensive reviews of various legislative frameworks for the Australian 
Government, culminating in recommendations for law reform and has been involved in significant 
legislative developments. Vanessa is subsequently highly cognisant of the commercial, political and 
regulatory framework that drives the management of legal risk in the Australian Government. 

Vanessa holds a Negative Vetting 1 security clearance and is committed to excellence and providing 
high quality, practical and responsive legal advice. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND ADMISSION 

 Admitted to Practice - ACT Supreme Court, 2005 (Unrestricted) 

 Masters of International Environmental Law, Australian National University 2008; 

 Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice, Griffith University 2005; 

 Bachelor of Laws (First Class Honours), Australian National University 2004; 

 Bachelor of Science (Zoology), Australian National University 2004; and 

 Bachelor of Science (Fisheries Science / Marine Biology), James Cook University 2003. 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

Partner, Davis Faulkner Lawyers, Canberra  
June 2014 to present  

Vanessa is a senior commercial and environment lawyer who consults to the Australian Government in 

both a secondment and adviser capacity. She provides strategic legal and probity advice on a broad 

range of complex commercial transactions, including ICT and capital works projects, international 

transactions, goods and services procurements, funding programs and property licensing and leasing. 

She also provides legal advice on the application of Commonwealth law and policy including 

environmental compliance risks and the drafting of procurement, funding and contractual templates.  

Her secondment / transactional clients have included Airservices Australia, the Australian Electoral 
Commission, the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry and Geoscience Australia. 

In this role, Vanessa also manages, mentors, second-counsels and assists in the professional and 
technical development of both junior and senior in house lawyers. 
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Principal Legal Officer, Department of the Environment, Canberra,                  
December 2010 – May 2014 
 

As Principal Legal Officer at the Department of the Environment Vanessa developed the 
Department’s legal practice from an underleveraged and minimally resourced team of four lawyers to 
a highly respected, organised and accountable Legal Branch comprising almost 40 lawyers, all the 
while saving the Department millions of dollars.  

Vanessa led the legal team responsible for advising on the application of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) and for implementing the Department’s most critical and 
high profile funding and procurement programs from a legal perspective.  

In this capacity Vanessa was responsible for providing legal advice to the following critical Divisions 

within the Department: the Australian Antarctic Division; the Biodiversity Conservation Division, the 

Environment Assessment and Compliance Division, the Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division, the 

Parks Division and the Supervising Scientist Division. 

Vanessa’s team advised on a highly diverse range of subject matter and was required to interpret and 

advise on a wide variety of legal issues to provide high quality, practical and responsive legal support 

to the Department, Executive and the Minister in a highly professional manner. This included advising 

on many complex election commitment issues and involved a very intensive workload, requiring the 

balancing of numerous high profile and time critical matters. 

Much of this advice was provided in challenging and novel environments on proposals requiring an 

innovative and fresh approach.  

The high level of legal support and service provided to the Department by Vanessa resulted in an 

Australia Day Award (2013) “in recognition of Vanessa’s enthusiasm and tireless commitment to 

improving the capacity and resilience of the department’s legal team, and providing high quality and 

responsive legal support to the Executive and government.” 

Senior Associate, Minter Ellison Lawyers, Canberra  
March 2005 – December 2010  

Prior to working for the Department of the Environment Vanessa was a Senior Associate at Minter 
Ellison Lawyers in the commercial, property and environmental teams. In this role Vanessa 
specialised in complex natural resource management projects, construction and property matters, IP 
and ICT. Further details of her transactional experience are below. 

COMMERCIAL PROJECTS AND EXPERIENCE 

General procurement and commercial transactions 

Vanessa has advised the Australian Government extensively on procurements and procurement 
related activities across business as usual and icon projects. For example Vanessa: 

 currently advises Airservices Australia on equipment, services and infrastructure 

procurements, including all phases of the procurement process from project planning, to RFT 

release, contractor negotiations and contract execution; 

 was the legal and probity adviser working on the Australian Electoral Commission’s 

procurement of a temporary election workforce of 70,000 individuals; 

 advised the Australian Antarctic Division on a broad range of procurements including the 
purchase of igloos, specialised fuels, helicopter and fixed wing aviation services, freight services, 
and the provision of medical services; 

 drafted template conservation agreements, asset purchase conditions, data sharing MoUs and 
privacy and consent forms for the Department of the Environment; 

 advised on international procurements and collaborative arrangements (including MOUs) with 

Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, South Korea, Singapore and Nauru; 

 managed the currency of the Department of the Environment’s legal templates across the 
entire suite of contracting, funding and commercial arrangements. These templates extend 
across general procurement and funding activities, ICT procurement, intellectual property and 
data licensing, licences and leases of real and personal property; 

 revised and updated the entire suite of contractual templates for Airservices Australia and 
drafted a whole new suite of data sale contracts; 
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 developed a suite of procurement templates for the Australian Electoral Commission; 

 continues to draft and advise Airservices Australia on various data licensing, flight billing, 
sponsorship, subscription, training provision, fuel access and non-disclosure agreements; 

 advised Geoscience Australia on: 

 procurement, probity, contractual risk and procedures for handling aggrieved tenderers; 

 tender documentation including Requests for Tender; Requests for Proposals, Addenda; 
Tender Evaluation plans and compliance statements; and 

 the preparation of contractual documentation including Deeds of Standing Offer for panel 
arrangements, intellectual property and technology licence agreements; consultancy 
contracts, collaborative research agreements and legal disclaimers; and  

 advised the Australian Solar Institute Limited and the Global Carbon Capture and Storage 

Institute Ltd on their structuring, funding and IP sharing arrangements as well as drafting 

template long and short form services contracts, employment contracts, sponsorship / funding 

agreements, confidentiality deeds and conflict of interest undertakings and advising on probity 

processes. 

Funding / grant programs 

Vanessa has extensive experience in advising on grant programs and the tailoring of funding 

agreements to mitigate risk for both large and small scale grant programs. Specifically she has: 

 drafted funding agreements for PNG in respect of: 

 strengthening of in-country tropical marine resource management; 

 the assessment of ecosystem services and livelihood adaptation strategies in Kimbe Bay; 

 the delivery of workshop and oral history projects; and 

 studies in relation to lost battlefield sites;  

 developed a whole new suite of funding agreement templates for the Department of the 
Environment including a unique three part funding agreement tailored for the Caring for our 
Country and Biodiversity Fund programs; 

 drafted, tailored, and advised on, the funding agreements and general Program documentation 
for the following Department of the Environment programs: Reef Rescue, Working on Country, 
Biodiversity Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Target Area Grants, Caring for our Country, 20 Million Trees, 
the Green Army Programme, Your Community Heritage, Indigenous Protected Areas, Regional 
NRM Planning for Climate Change, Indigenous Heritage Program, Environmental Stewardship 
Program, Community Environment Grants, Indigenous Carbon Farming Fund, National Reserve 
System and Landcare; 

 drafted and negotiated tailored funding agreements for the Australian Antarctic Division’s 
Scientific Grants;  

 advised the Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research on its Climate Ready 
Program and grant agreements; and 

 advised Commonwealth agencies extensively on: 

 on probity risks associated with financial arrangements and funding documentation and 
particularly eligibility and assessment criteria; 

 the recovery of unspent / misspent funds and various debt recovery options; 

 the acquittal and termination of funding agreements including in the event of insolvency, 
receivership and death of the funding recipient; and 

 the government related entity and legal entity status of funding recipients; and 

 provided comprehensive training on populating funding agreements, risk management and 
ongoing contract management for a range of different funding programs. 

Intellectual property, technology (ICT) and e-commerce 

Vanessa advises on trademark, copyright, IP licensing, branding and electronic transaction matters. 

Her clients have included Geoscience Australia, Les Mills Australia, Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade, Austrade, Health Services Australia, Defence, Defence Housing Australia 

and the National Health Centre Call Network Ltd.  
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Vanessa has coordinated the branding strategies of clients both nationally and internationally 

(including trademarks, domain names and business names); provided detailed practical advice on 

electronic transactions (including electronic and digital signatures) and security issues; and advised 

on IP licensing clauses and copyright law.  

Vanessa has extensive experience in advising on information and communications technology 

transactions, including software, hardware and web-based services. For example Vanessa has: 

 assisted agencies in preparing agreements for cloud based solutions; 

 acted for the Department of Human Services in relation to the Access Card project (the then 

biggest technology project undertaken by the Australian Government) and specifically the 

procurement of cards and system integration services. 

 acted for the Department of Health and Ageing in the procurement of an interactive 

communications facility; 

 acted for Centrelink in the procurement of a banking and BPAY facility; 

 advised DAFF on its Department-wide IT procurement, including the application of SourceIT 

documentation and Commonwealth ICT policies; 

 prepared procurement and contractual documentation for several webhosting and support 

arrangements for ASIC; 

 advised the National Health Call Centre Network Ltd on the acquisition and transfer of the 

HealthInsite website; 

 advised National Health Call Centre Network Ltd, Geoscience Australia, Department of 

Defence and Minerals Council of Australia on the appropriateness of their website disclaimers 

and terms and conditions; 

 prepared and reviewed technology and software licence contracts (including support services) for 

the Department of Defence and the National Health Call Centre Network Ltd; and 

 advised DAFF on legal issues and risks associated with their virtual data room. 

Construction and infrastructure projects 

Vanessa has advised the Australian Government on a diverse range of infrastructure and capital 
works procurements including: 

 the procurement for the design and construction of a range of vessels, workboats and associated 
transportation equipment for remote areas, including Antarctica; 

 advising Geoscience Australia on the procurement and installation of global positions systems 
in remote regions of PNG; 

 preparing agreements with PNG Air Services Ltd to upgrade the operational communications 
link between the Brisbane Air Traffic Service Centre and the  PNG Air Traffic Service Centre to 
create a dual terrestrial and satellite path; 

 the procurement of satellite ground station infrastructure for the Australian Greenhouse Office; 

 developing tripartite agreements for funding, delivery and installation of VHF transmitters in the 
Kokoda Region; 

 drafting agreements to design, construct and lease for the Australian Quarantine and 
Inspection Service for: 

 health rooms in domestic airports nationwide, including fitout works and trade contracts; 

 a regional headquarters in Cairns, including a consultancy agreement; and 

 demountable office buildings in the Northern Territory; and 

 advising Airservices Australia on the: 

 procurement of transportable site foundations across Cairns, Brisbane and Canberra; 

 construction and installation of instrument landing systems for Gold Coast, Sydney, Tamworth 
and Wagga aerodromes; 

 construction of new data centres including the fitout and supply of equipment; 

 design, development and integration of terminal area infill radars; 
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 design and construction of a mockup aircraft to be ignited and used for fire fighting training 
purposes; 

 design, construction and installation of communications towers in remote regions; and 

 the design and installation of mobile chiller connection upgrades for service centres. 

Vanessa has also advised extensively on the construction of infrastructure under Government funding 
arrangements and has drafted construction templates to be used in Government procurement and 
funding programs. 

Property development, sale and leasing 

Complementary to her work on infrastructure and construction projects, Vanessa also provides more 
general advice on the development, sale, gifting, licensing and leasing of both real and personal 
property including: 

 the development of a suite of licence and lease documentation for Airservices Australia; 

 the purchase of Henbury Station, a 527,295ha property for conservation and carbon 
sequestration purposes; 

 leasing and licensing of property for the installation of communication and navigational 
equipment around Australia; 

 procuring temporary housing for nine Asian elephants on Cocos Island for quarantine purposes; 

 the supply of fire trucks to PNG including the application of the Hazardous Waste (Regulation of 
Export and Imports) Act 1989 (Cth); 

 developing deeds of access and indemnity for media, research or grazing access to various 
properties; 

 environmental referral requirements for various airport works on both Commonwealth and State 
land;  

 advised the (then) Department of Environment and Water Resources on the procurement of 
water entitlements in the Water through Efficiency Tender and assisted DAFF in relation to the 
nation-wide commercial fishing licence buyback program as part of the Securing Our Fishing 
Future structural adjustment package; and 

 the installation and site licensing for aviation noise monitoring equipment around Australia. 

Probity and due diligence 

Vanessa regularly advises clients on strategic approaches having regard to the due diligence 
undertaken on tenderers or potential grant recipients, including consideration of historical activities 
(including fraudulent behaviour), legal compliance, liability and risk apportionment and financial 
viability assessments. Her most recent probity clients have included the Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet, the Department of Social Services and the Australian Electoral 
Commission. 

Vanessa has extensive experience in respect of advising on funding programs and procurements 
from a probity perspective. This includes advising on: 

 the application of the PGPA Act, the CPRs and the CGRGs; 

 the characterisation of financial arrangements as procurements, grants or other types of 
payment; 

 communication strategies with tenderers and grant respondents; 

 risks arising from compliance statements and submissions; 

 advising on discrepancies and unintentional errors of form;  

 options for dealing with conflicts of interest; 

 contract negotiations; and 

 procedures for handling aggrieved participants. 

Vanessa is also well versed in the drafting of evaluation plans, probity plans and procurement 
protocols and providing probity briefings. 

Vanessa has provided probity advice to various agencies across a range of issues affecting current 
and proposed funding programs and procurements and in relation to the management of third party 
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relationships.  This has included advice on shaping approaches to particular programs (including the 
development of Program Guidelines, Application Forms and FAQs) and to proactively establishing 
robust and defensible approaches to stakeholder engagement.   

Administrative law, statutory interpretation and regulatory reviews 

Having worked extensively in-house for Government agencies, Vanessa regularly advises on the 
application of: 

 building and construction requirements under the Australian Government Building and 
Construction WHS Accreditation Scheme, the Building Code 2013 and Supporting Guidelines 
and the Public Works Committee Act 1969 (Cth);  

 protection of personal and intellectual property under the Personal Property Securities Act 2009 
(Cth), the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and the Trade Marks Act 1995 (Cth); 

 personnel and workforce management issues including under the Work, Health and Safety Act 
2011 (Cth) the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth), the Workplace Gender Equality Act 2012 (Cth), and the 
APS Values and Code of Conduct; 

 government accountability regimes including the Public Governance, Performance and 
Accountability Act 2013 (Cth), and the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth); and 

 environmental issues including compliance with, and referrals under, the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth). 

In her role as the Principal Legal Officer at the Department of the Environment Vanessa was the 
lawyer responsible for advising on all aspects of Australia’s national environmental law – the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth), including amendments to the 
legislation. This work included: 

 advising on referrals, assessments and approvals processes and decisions both generally and 
for specific projects, bilateral agreements, strategic assessments, conservation agreements, the 
protection of species and matters of national environmental significance, accreditation and 
assessment of fisheries, import and export requirements, illegal wildlife trade and seizures, 
exemptions and national interest declarations, compliance and enforcement activity, legislative 
amendments, delegations, advising on the establishment of expert panels and committees and 
the legal review of guidance material and example conditions; 

 working closely with the Secretary and Minister in a very short timeframe to draft and implement 
significant amendments to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cth) regarding the prohibition of prescribed vessels undertaking commercial fishing activities. 
Former Minister Tony Burke wrote: Dear Vanessa, Thanks for helping work out where the law fell 
short – and then changing it. (September 2012) 

 working in a very short timeframe to draft and implement significant amendments to the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) regarding the prohibition of 
prescribed vessels undertaking commercial fishing activities; 

 being the principal Departmental legal advisor in respect of the Australian Government’s key 
election commitment to implement a ‘one stop shop’ for environmental assessment and 
approvals. This work included developing template assessment and approval bilateral 
agreements, reviewing and negotiating all agreements with the jurisdictions and advising on 
complex statutory interpretation issues, all in very urgent timeframes; 

 advising on all aspects of administrative decision-making and environmental approval decisions, 
including review of Statements of Reasons and advising on natural justice and procedural 
fairness requirements; 

 developing templates for Statements of Reasons, strategic assessments, sea dumping permit 
decisions and appointment of wardens; 

 advising on the use of Special Accounts; 

 advising on a range of conservation agreements for heritage properties; 

 advising on the application of the Environment Protection (Sea Dumping) Act 1981 (Cth), the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 (Cth) and the Historic 
Shipwrecks Act 1976 (Cth); and 

 advising on preparation of, and compliance with, wildlife recovery / conservation / management 
plans and regulations. 
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Vanessa also:  

 advises Airservices Australia on: 

 environmental referral requirements for various airport works on both Commonwealth and 
State land; 

 the legislative obligations of airport fire brigades to respond to fires and provide first aid 
services; 

 its legal obligations arising from State and Federal law in relation to the disposal of 
contaminated soils; and 

 the drafting of, and compliance with, personnel and financial delegations, 

 acted for the then Department of Environment and Water Resources in preparing and project 

managing a database of the legal obligations of private land owners with respect to natural 

resource management issues and conservation benchmarks; 

 researched and prepared a discussion paper for DAFF in relation to Australia's position on 

animal extremist crimes; and 

 conducted an extensive review of the merits review systems available under domestic fisheries 
legislation for DAFF. The review involved detailed research, case analysis and extensive 
consultation with stakeholders (including AFMA, the AAT and the Statutory Fishing Rights 
Allocation Review Panel) culminating in a 250 page report providing recommendations for new 
review frameworks and allocation models.  

AWARDS  

 Chief Executive Officer Commendation, Airservices Australia, March 2015. 

 Australia Day Award (2013) “in recognition of Vanessa’s enthusiasm and tireless commitment 
to improving the capacity and resilience of the department’s legal team, and providing high 
quality and responsive legal support to the Executive and government.” 

 Academic Award for Excellence, Griffith University (2005). 

 Farrar Gesini and Dunn Family Law Prize, Australian National University (2003). 

PUBLICATIONS 

 "Unravelling Tangled Lines: An assessment of the Commonwealth fisheries merits review 
systems" (2008) Discussion Paper for DAFF.  

 “Weaving out of the web: Deconstructing website disclaimers” (2008) Internet Law Bulletin 
11(1) at 5. 

 "Words of warning: The ins and outs of email disclaimers" (2008) Internet Law Bulletin 10(10). 

 "Combating overfishing and conserving marine biodiversity" (2007) National Environmental Law 
Review, Winter (2) at 34.  

 "Protecting private parts: safeguarding personal information in electronic document production." 
(2006) Internet Law Bulletin 9(4) at 45.  

 "Countering Animal Rights Extremism in Australia" (2005) Discussion Paper for DAFF 

 "'Spimming' out of control?” (2005) Internet Law Bulletin 8(3) at 38. 

PRESENTATIONS 

 Lessons learnt from establishing a new inhouse legal practice – Australian Government Legal 
Practice Managers Forum. 

 Grant Management Workshops – Various Divisions in the Department of the Environment. 

 Identifying legal entities and managing contractual risk – Australian Antarctic Division. 

 'An assessment of the Commonwealth fisheries merits review systems' for DAFF, AFMA and 
DEWHA. 

 Guide to populating and managing funding agreements, Department of the Environment. 

 'Contract Management' for Airservices Australia. 

 Probity briefing for Global Carbon Capture and Storage Institute Limited and the Department of 
Social Services. 

 'Developing an IP Policy and Implementation Plan under the Australian Government IP 

Principles' workshops attended by over 20 Commonwealth agencies / organisations. 


